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AUTHOR Georgia Hunter was 15 
when she discovered she came from 
a family of Holocaust survivors. From 
the family war stories, she crafted We 
were the lucky Ones, her first book. But 
wartime Europe had its grip on her. 
As she says in her acknowledgments 
in One Good Thing her second novel 
‘I was drawn to Italy as a setting for 
many reasons. Although Italy’s Jew-
ish community is one of the oldest in 
Europe, Its Holocaust history is rela-
tively unknown”.

In writing One Good Thing she 
exposes Italy’s Holocaust past through 
the experiences of Lili Passigli, a stu-
dent at the University of Fererra. And it 
is not pretty. For Lily, fresh from Bolo-
gna, student life is different, carefree 
and her friendship with the vivacious 

Esti an anchor to relish. 
Until Mussolini’s Racial Laws deem 

her of ‘inferior’ Jewish descent. 
Her world and that of her close 

circle of friends shrivels and starts to 
burn as the Nazis close in. As Esti, 
now married and mother to Theo, 
works undercover for the Resistance 
in Italy. Her husband Niko, also with 
the Resistance, returns to Rhodes to 
help his family. Anyone familiar with 
WWll Greek history will know what 
happened to almost the entire Jewish 
community on Rhodes. 

Lili is more reticent, cautious, trying 
to stay positive as the walls close in. 
Gradually drawn in she too helps in the 
fight for escape. It’s a compelling story, 
with more goodbyes and the void of not 
knowing. Families torn apart, unlikely 
allies, friends disappearing without a 
trace. 

Familiar from other parts of Europe, 
reading the Italian role is sobering; 
escaping the possibility of round ups 

is a reality pushes Lili to take an epic 
journey, with Esti’s toddler son in tow.  
Trauma, kindness, fear and selflessness 
are carved into the narrative, with the 
human slips. It is a very real story, with 
carefully illustrated characters, so like 
ourselves, having to make quick and 
dangerous decisions in an unimagina-
ble maelstrom. It is mesmerizing.

Hunter takes us into the depths of 
the losses, war torn Italy, the rage, the 
bravery of so many, using the imagined 
(but well researched) experiences of 
one young woman. Faced with chal-
lenges and devastation this harrowing 
journey is about survival, friendship, 
risks. Yes, we’ve read this before – 
religious orders who saved so many, 
farmers who shielded, the kindness of 
strangers. 

It never ceases to amaze me how 
many stories are still waiting to be told, 
their perspectives all different, but with 
one thing in common. The unknown 
resources we have within us. Not giving 

up, finding that one good thing that 
drives you forward. Life is precious 
and we will do anything to preserve 
it. It’s a balanced story leaving readers 
on a high rather than a low, but it is 
once again a reminder of how cruel 
we humans can be in pursuit of power. 
|  BERYL EICHENBERGER 

H I S T O R I C A L  F I C T I O N

Uncovering Italy’s hidden Holocaust

BECOMING MEG DASHWOOD 
Rebecca Humphries 
Multi-cast narration 
AUDIBLE ORIGINALS 
 
IN A delightful twist on 19th-century 
feminism, Becoming Meg Dashwood 
ushers listeners back to an era defined 
by stringent social norms and unyield-
ing expectations - only this time, it’s 
looking at the other side of the coin. An 
Audible Original that runs four hours, 
the audiobook, executive produced and 
starring the brilliant Emma Thompson, 
offers not just a sequel but a scintillat-
ing reimagining of Jane Austen’s iconic 
Sense and Sensibility.

The story leaps into action through 
the eyes of Margaret Dashwood, a spir-
ited young woman who, rather than 
succumbing to societal dictates about 
love and marriage, audaciously declares 
that she will not be caged by the insti-
tution. It opens with a prophecy of 
sorts: “When you are thirteen years 
old, Margaret, you will witness your 
sister Marianne being made a fool of 
for love. You will make an oath that you 
will never love a man and lose your-
self.” Margaret - or Meg, as she later 
adopts - embarks on a life far removed 
from the tea parties and gentle gos-
sip of polite society. Instead, a chance 
encounter with Mrs Jennings whisks 
her into the raucous heart of Covent 
Garden, where the rules of engagement 
are written anew. Here, she encounters 
the brazen Nelly, the clever Hester, and 
the unapologetic Inge - three women 
whose lives defy convention. 

They invite Margaret into their 
world, teaching her to embrace her 
intensity, talents, and unruly passions.

With its multi-cast narration and 
brilliant performances, including con-
tributions from Erin Doherty, Naomi 
Ackie, and Imelda Staunton, the audio-
book brings the vividness of the story to 
life. The production quality is nothing 
short of entertaining, ensuring listeners 
feel immersed in the drama and the 
dynamic atmosphere of 19th-century 
England. 

Humour runs through the narra-
tive like a thread, weaving together the 
levity of Meg's newfound friendships 
with the undercurrents of her rebel-
lious spirit. As the story unfolds, we 
watch as Meg’s relationship with Nelly 
begins to deepen, challenging not just 
the social mores of the time, but also 
the very definition of love itself - a 
tender, electric exploration of feelings 
that, much like the story, is made all the 
more complex by its stakes.

Becoming Meg Dashwood is more 
than just a relatable romance; it is 
a riotous exploration of freedom, 
self-discovery, and defiance against 
old-world conventions. It’s a pleasure 
story, but, as always in true Austen 
fashion, it is also a love story - in all 
the best ways possible.

Released in October, the audiobook 
is a light-hearted, engaging experience, 
perfect for those looking for a fun, 
steamy, and humorous journey back 
in time. With a dynamic score by Bat 
for Lashes and directed by Jo Tyabji, 
this auditory adventure promises both 
laughter and thoughtful contemplation. 
|  THINA BOTHA

A U D I O B O O K

A world where 
self-identity and 
passion bloom 
amidst society 
constraints

FOUZIA VAN DER FORT 

WITH less than three months to 
Ramadan, the month of fasting for 
Muslims, a Goodwood couple has 
penned their second children's book 
in their faith pillar series. 

Journalist Nurah Tape and her 
husband, author and publisher 
Zaahied Sallie, launched We Love 
Ramadan at Mosque Shafee, a his-
toric mosque located at the corner 
of Chiappini and Church Streets in 
Bo-kaap last week.

Ramadan will probably start 
mid-February next year, depending 
on the sighting of the moon. Muslims 
fast for 29 to 30 days. The Hijri cal-
endar is lunar, meaning it follows the 
moon cycle for its months, with each 
month beginning when a new cres-
cent moon is sighted.

Sallie is the son of renowned 
Islamic jurisprudence teacher and 
author Sheikh Abdurraghiem Hasan 
Sallie, who led the mosque congre-
gation from 1979 until his passing 
in 2013.

The book, set in Cape Town with 
Bo-kaap featured prominently, is 
the story of their children - Yusuf, 
Suhaib, and Maryam - learning and 
experiencing the pillars of faith.

The first book, called We Love 
to Play Pray, was published in 2016.

Sallie explained that Islam is built 
upon five pillars: to believe in one 
God, to pray, fast, pay zakaah (char-
ity), and to go on hajj (pilgrimage). 

He said that the concept of "iqra" 
(read) was the first revelation, high-
lighting the centrality of reading in 
Islam. Sallie said that the learning 
environment was critical for chil-
dren's futures.

"Specifically, we must make our 
homes a sanctuary of books, creating 
a deliberate environment by design, 
where books are visible and easily 

accessible," he said.
He proposed a daily reading pro-

gramme with one's child.
"It is amongst the best ways to 

foster healthy emotional, mental, and 
physical attachment. It involves emo-
tional cognition, which is vital at a 
young age. We must be the architects 
of our children's future, and it starts 
with a book, cultivating the love 
language for reading within them," 
he said.

Tape paid to the city's original 
contributors - the earliest teachers, 
artisans, dressmakers, tailors, wagon 
makers, and carpenters.

"They've passed the baton on to 

us, and so it is important for us to not 
only pass on the knowledge but to 
improve upon that which was passed 
down to us. 

She said books had always been a 
part of her life.

"I'd like to thank my parents for 
instilling the importance of reading, 
the command of iqra into our lives," 
she said. 

As a primary school pupil, Tape 
had struggled with Afrikaans as a 
subject, and to improve learning, 
her mother would buy the Afrikaans 
newspaper for her to read aloud daily. 

"It improved my Afrikaans mark," 
she said. 

Grassroots Educare Trust director 
Mareldia Tape, also  Tape's aunt, said 
that early childhood development 
centres should have the book for 
pupils to read. 

"It is about storytelling. Bringing 
it into the homes of families," she 
said. 

Tape senior, explained that the 
book would teach children about 
tolerance and about another culture. 

"Parents are the best people to tell 
stories, and we need to get into that 
space with our children," she said. 
•The books are available from 
www.redkufi.co.za or 
WhatsApp 060 8803 776.

R E L I G I O N

Goodwood couple launches 
second children’s book

PICTURED at the back, from left, are Maryam Sallie, her parents, and co-authors Zaahied, and Nurah Tape. In front are their sons 
Suhaib and Yusuf. Their children are characters in the book We Love Ramadan.  |  FOUZIA VAN DER FORT

AFTER nearly 20 
years of navigating 
the challenges of 
raising a neurodi-
verse child, Doro-
thy Pietersen has 
turned her story 
into a book aimed 
at inspiring and 
guiding other 
families.

Her debut book, The Beauty in 
Being Different, was officially launched 
in Grassy Park, last month , with all 
proceeds going toward a foundation. 
Pietersen, a Mitchells Plain resident, 
established to support families of chil-
dren with special needs and to invest 
in the community. 

The book chronicles her journey 
supporting her 24-year-old son, Jean 
Pietersen - born in 2001 and diagnosed 
on the autism spectrum - through 
school, higher education, and the 
ongoing struggle to find employment, 
highlighting both the hardships and 
the hope that have shaped their lives.

Pietersen’s son attended Northwood 
Primary in Woodlands and later Spine 
Road High School in Mitchells Plain, 
before enrolling at a private university 

in Mowbray. While he is intelligent, 
Pietersen said he continues to face 
difficulties securing work. “He went 
for interviews but was unsuccessful 
because he is different,” she said. She 
said that when her son was diagnosed, 
public awareness about autism was lim-
ited. “The doctors were the only ones 

who knew about it,” Pietersen said. 
“I had to teach myself how best to 

support him.” This experience inspired 
her to write the book to help other 
parents, caregivers, and family mem-
bers navigate similar challenges. “My 
son is different, but there is beauty in 
everyone,” she said.

The book became a reality this year 
with the support of Christo Williams, 
founder of Legacy Ink Publishing 
Coaches, in Ottery.

Williams, whose company guides 
individuals through the publishing pro-
cess, said he was drawn to Pietersen’s 
story of resilience and advocacy. 

“Dorothy knocked on doors and 
broke barriers to ensure her son got 
the help he needed,” he said. 

“Her story is a roadmap for families 
raising children on the autistic spec-
trum or who are neurodiverse.”

Williams added that the project 
highlighted the power of storytelling 
as a tool for healing and advocacy. 
“Whoever holds the pen controls the 
narrative,” he said. 

“Dorothy took control of her story 
and spoke her truth, revisiting both the 
challenges and the triumphs to inspire 
others.” Pietersen described the publi-
cation as a message of hope, showing 
that perseverance, advocacy, and love 
can help families navigate even the 
most difficult journeys.
• For more information about the book 
and the foundation, contact Pietersen at 
062 742 6043.
|  ROSHAN ABRAHAMS

S P E C I A L  N E E D S  P A R E N T I N G

Mitchells Plain mother publishes book on raising neurodiverse son

CHRISTO Williams, founder of Legacy Ink Publishing Coaches, Bronwyn Williams, Dorothy 
Pietersen, and Hester Booysen.  |  Supplied


